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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, IS, LE, US 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI ARMS SHIPMENTS TO LEBANESE CHRISTIANS 


REF: TEL AVIV 8870 


1 . AS HE PROMISED WHEN I SPOKE TO HIM YESTERDAY, PRIME 
MINISTER BEGIN TELEPHONED ME MORNING OF JULY 14 CONCERN- 
ING ISRAELI ARMS SUPPLY TO LEBANESE CHRISTIANS. (HE 
INCIDENTALLY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DEFENSE MINISTRY AS 
ACTING DEFENSE MINISTER IN WEIZMAN'S ABSENCE.) 

2. BEGIN SAID HE HAD TALKED TO THE IDF CHIEF OF STAFF 
AND COULD GIVE ME FIRM ASSURANCES THAT UP UNTIL THIS 
POINT THE ISRAELIS HAD DELIVERED ONLY AMMUNITION TO 
RESUPPLY THE CHRISTIANS. HE SAID THERE MIGHT BE SOME 

OTHER ARMS SENT AT A LATER DATE, BUT THEY WOULD MOST ASSUREDLY 
NOT BE OF A "PROVOCATIVE TYPE," AND WOULD ONLY BE 
FURNISHED "TO ASSURE CHRISTIAN SURVIVAL." 


3. BEGIN THEN WENT ON TO CONFIRM UNEQUIVOCALLY THAT NO 
RP NO ARMS OF U.S. ORIGIN HAD BEEN OR WOULD BE SUPPLIED 
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TO THE CHRISTIANS. HE SAID THAT THE GOI WAS FULLY 
SENSITIVE TO THIS PROBLEM AND HAD BEEN STRICTLY OBSERVING 
THE REQUIREMENT. 

4. IT IS HARD TO SEE HOW WE CAN GET MORE ASSURANCES 
ON THIS SUBJECT, OR MORE AUTHORITATIVELY, THAT WE HAVE 
NOW DONE. I REALIZE THAT THEY CONFLICT WITH A NUMBER 
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OF THE INTELLIGENCE REPORTS STREAMING FROM VARIOUS 
SOURCES IN LEBANON, BUT OUR IMPRESSION FROM ALL OUR 
CONVERSATIONS HERE IS THAT THE ISRAELIS ARE INCREASINGLY 
WARY OF THE DANGERS OF ENCOURAGING THE CHRISTIAN MILITIAS 
TO PROVOKE THE SYRIANS AND THAT THEY MEAN WHAT THEY ARE 
SAYING TO US. MY OWN GUESS IS THAT STORES ABOUT TANKS 
AND SO FORTH REFLECT A GREAT DEAL OF WHISTLING IN THE 
DARK FROM THE CHRISTIANS. 

LEWIS 
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